Wayne Leo Newman
January 9, 2026

Wayne Leo Newman was born June 8, 1947 to Leo John Newman and Marie
Duplessis Newman. He died at his home on January 9, 2026. He was the first
born of five children.

Wayne grew up in the Treme area of New Orleans, participating and attending
school in St. Peter Claver Catholic Parish. He went on to attend and graduate
from St. Augustine High School in 1965. He was a member of the school
baseball team during his attendance. Wayne also graduated from Delgado
Community College with an Associate Degree in Business Administration.
Wayne enlisted in the U. S. Air Force, serving four (4) years of active duty in
Wyoming. He later joined the Air Force Reserve, serving until his retirement.
After leaving the military, he worked at Church’s Chicken as a manager.
Wayne lastly was employed by L&N Railroad, currently known as CSX
Railroad, from where he retired. While employed with the railroad, he worked
as a switchman, shift timekeeper, and was a member of the safety board. He
had extensive training and certifications in handling hazardous incidents.
Wayne married the love of his life, Mosella Sanders Newman in 1986. They
were together some 45 years until Mosella’s death in 2022. Wayne had one
son, Brian Leo Newman, who lives in Monument, Colorado with his wife Julie.
Wayne had two grandchildren: Ashley Newman Cabiness, who lives in San
Diego, California and Tyler Newman, who lives in Colorado. Wayne and
Mosella loved their affectionate and spunky dog Patches, who lived a
charmed and pampered life for 17 years.



Wayne was affectionately known as “Chubby” and “Mellow Yellow” by his
friends and family. He loved all sports, but especially baseball having played
as a teenager with the “Gentilly Warriors”. He also played for many years with
an adult league known as the Downtown Booster Association Softball League
(DBASL). He was a member of the “Red Machine” baseball team for many
years. Wayne also loved music, especially jazz music. His favorite musicians
were Wes Montgomery, Herb Albert and Sergio Mendez. Wayne and Mosella
loved to travel to the Mississippi Gulf Coast to ‘strike it rich’ at the casinos and
shop at the discount/antique shops.

Wayne had several great friends since childhood from the Treme
neighborhood: Tyrone James, Larry Reeves, Edwin Martin, Wilbert Gallo
(deceased), Wayne Baquet and Danny Bakewell. Throughout the many years,
they remained in contact with one another.

Wayne leaves to cherish his 101-year-old mother, Marie. He also leaves three
sisters and one brother: Chanel T. Holt (Winford), Gordon A. Newman, Jill N.
Benoit, and Ariana J. Newman. He is survived by his son Brian (Julie) and his
grandchildren Ashley and Tyler. He is also survived by several close and
loving relatives — Beverly N. Staes (paternal aunt), Henry P. Newman
(paternal uncle), Barbara Sanders and J.D. Sanders (in-laws), Sharon Dave
Hester (a devoted cousin) and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and
friends.

Wayne was preceded in death by his father, Leo; his wife Mosella, his brother-
in-law Napoleon O. Benoit and his faithful dog Patches.

A Memorial Mass will be held at St. Martin de Porres Catholic Church on
Saturday, April 11, 2026 at 11:00 am. Visitation will begin at 10:00 am.
Arrangements by D.W. Rhodes Funeral Home, 3933 Washington Avenue.
Please visit www.rhodesfuneral.com to sign the guestbook and share
condolences with the family.



Cemetery Details

Private

Previous Events
Visitation

APR 11.10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Martin de Porres Catholic Church
5621 Elysian Fields Ave
New Orleans, LA 70122

Memorial Service

APR 11. 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Martin de Porres Catholic Church
5621 Elysian Fields Ave
New Orleans, LA 70122



Tribute Wall

Wayne inherited me when he married my childhood friend and has
been a part of my life since their marriage. Your presence will be
missed. Gwen Daniels

Gwendolyn Daniels - April 12 at 10:28 AM



Mother Newman, Brian, and to Wayne's sisters and brother and all
in attendance.

| so deeply regret not being there to celebrate a life well lived.

I met Wayne (Chubby) Newman in third grade at St Peter Claver,
along with a cast of characters, Wilbur, Edwin, Larry and Wayne
Baquet!

We have been Blessed to enjoy 70 years of friendship and am so
grateful for all the wonderful memories.

Chubby represented the best of us.

He was good at everything... well almost everything. There was a
reason why he and Mozella were a match made in Heaven. Being
on time was NEVER in their plan. Always fashionable late, ALWAYS
late but once you realized it just who they were.

| have memories of us walking to the Circle Food Store and passing
by Standard Insurance, laughing and racing and acting like the kids
we were.

Chub was my BEST FRIEND and | always wanted to think | was
his, I truly knew and understood that Chub was everybody's best
friend.

He was an amazing person and an even better friend.

I loved Wayne Chubby Newman!!!

| can only imagine that Mo needed him and God wanted to reunite
them!

There are so many stories | could tell but, | am getting filled with
emotions!

Chanel, Gordon, Araina, Jill he loved his Family and | know how
much you loved him back!

In closing, please know that we were part of a chat group that

checks on each other daily. Chub was a part of that group and | will
NEVER remove his name.

Chubby Wayne Newman, my Best Friend. @ A A AL

Charlene Hester-Johnson - April 11 at 09:06 PM



Wayne and | shared many hours laughing. He |
was more of a brother than a brother in-law.

We often teamed up on Mosella, but then they | i
would turn and team up on me...always u
laugher. | often teased him about always

being late...for everything, but not coffee and a peanut butter
sandwich. | truly miss him, but know that he, Mosella, Patches and
Galleaux (Will) are together...catching up. 9 .

Sister In-law Barbara

Barbara Sanders - April 10 at 10:11 PM
| just learned of Wayne’s passing and want to extend my
condolences and sympathy to his family and friends. May he Rest In

Eternal Peace

Beryl J. Allen - April 10 at 07:30 PM



